Appleford Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting duly convened and held on
Monday, 5'" September 2024 at 8pm

Attendees - Councillors: Apologies:

Victoria Shepherd (Chair) (VS) Manu Mavrikis (MM)

Greg O’Broin (Vice-Chair) (GOB) Sandrine Phillipot-Gasc (SPG)
Dom Grigg (DG) 2 residents

Clir Peter Stevens (PS) — District & County Clir

In Attendance:

Members of the public: 5 Jane Humphreys— Clerk

The Meeting Opened at 8.00pm

1 Welcome, Apologies and Quorate ACTION
VS welcomed all to the meeting. The meeting was quorate. Apologies were
noted from MV and SP as well as several residents

2, Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest
VS & GOB declared an interest in Appleford Parish Trust. GOB is also involved in
the management of the Village Hall.

3. Minutes of the APC meeting held on July 8th, 2024 APPROVED
Minutes from the meeting held on 8™ of July 2024 were APPROVED and signed
by the Chair.

4. Public Participation

A resident raised an issue with the location of one of the SIDs. The SID near the
Village Hall is not visible until nearly on top of it as it is obscured by the hedge
and therefore is not providing sufficient advance warning of the speed limit. VS
commented that the GWR grant was provided to reduce traffic speed close to
the railway line. The positioning of the various poles for the SIDs was
recommended by OCC Highways. Following the approval of the 20mph speed
limit for Appleford, the locations of the SID poles could be reconsidered. It was
suggested that an extra pole could be positioned at the south end of the village. | Action: DG -
A resident also commented that one of the 30mph poles is rusty. DG to report ;iﬁ’grt rusty
on Fix My Street.

Signed: ... Date.........oooovvieniinnnnn.
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5. Report from District and County Councillor

FCC/Hanson

Cllr Peter Stevens attended the meeting and provided a verbal report. Clir
Stevens noted that he visited the FCC site to inspect progress with the leachate
problem causing bad smells for the surrounding villages and confirmed that the
pond of leachate has now been emptied. Clir Stevens has also asked for proof
that the site is resilient and can withstand a potential “100-year weather
event”. The site is also used for gravel extraction, for general landfill and as a
waste transfer facility. OCC has approved Hansons applications to extract gravel
from the Bridge Farm Quarry. The operations will involve traffic lights on
Appleford Road to enable lorries to cross the B4106 to the gravel plant to the
south over the next 16 months. The deadline for completion of the work is
December 2025. GOB attended the OCC Planning Meeting on the 2" of
September and objected to the volume of lorries crossing the road and the daily
permitted time period for these movements which is currently 7am to 6pm.
GOB also raised the question regarding the use of the conveyor rather than
road. APC will attempt to negotiate with Hanson to limit the time period for
movement of lorries to avoid the rush hour.

There were no objections to the movement of the cement plant, subject to
noise. The noise data was not shared.

There is a current issue with noise from pile driving which has been confirmed
to be temporary by KKB contractors; they have the necessary permissions and
expect it to last for another 4/5 weeks.

The main issues with the site continue to be noise, dust and smells. It was noted
that FCC breached their hinterland agreement; councillors will question what
penalties will be incurred at the next Liaison Group Meeting, 16th Sept.

APC are asking for noise reports, improved monitoring of the site and sharing of
monitoring data with the parish councils. Cllr Stevens encouraged residents to
continue reporting issues of noise and smells to VWHDC.

HIF

There is no date for any future development. The government’s review of the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) may cause a further delay.

Thames Water: SESRO

The government has approved Thames Water’s Strategic Water Management
Plan. There was a question regarding Appleford’s flood risk assessment. The
railway line currently provides flood protection for Appleford, but would the
reservoir cause an increased flooding risk.

Please note the date for the next FCC/Heidelberg Materials Community
Liaison Group Meeting is Monday 16" September at 6pm via Teams.

Signed: ... Date.........oooovvieniinnnnn.



Appleford Parish Council

6. Finance
a. To note invoice paid since the last meeting and to consider invoices for
payment itemised below:

APPROVED
Supplier/Invoice Purpose Net VAT Gross
Payments to approve:
Pet Waste Solutions Dog bin collection £39.60 £7.92 | £47.52
33228
Pet Waste Solutions Dog bin collection £39.60 £7.92 | £47.52
33849
Lucy Dalby 002 Locum clerk £51.35 £51.35
Moore 325396 External audit £210 £42 £252
A&W Grounds INV-0042 | Grass cutting & £579.50 £579.50
public waste bins
A&W Grounds INV-0066 | Grass cutting & £599 £599
public waste bins
Crosscut Trees 2194AUG | Work on tree canopy | £320 £320
Scribe accounts INV-6749 | Accounts system £12 £2.40 £14.40

Payments made:

April Skies INV-0260 Internal audit £450 £450
Pet Waste Solutions Dog bin collection £39.60 £7.92 | £47.52
32463

Pet Waste Solutions Dog bin collection £39.60 £7.52 | £47.52
32629

Scribe Accounts INV- Accounts system £12 £2.40 | £14.40
6576

Scribe Accounts INV- Accounts system £12 £2.40 | £14.40
6682

Clerk’s Salary June & July £466.76
Clerk’s Salary August £433.42
Receipts

b. The External Auditor (Moore) report and certificate for 2023/24 had
been received and uploaded to the website, including the notification of
completion of the external audit. No further comments on this report
were made at this meeting.

c. The bank reconciliation was approved and signed to 30™ June 2024. The
total cash balance on 30" June was £33,705.11 A copy of the statement
of payments & receipts for the FY date showing progress against budget
had been circulated prior to the meeting. Discussion relating to the
budget to be delayed until the November meeting.

d. The VAT return from July 2023 to March 2024 was approved and signed. | Action: Clerk

o to submit
The value of the claim is £1,065.83 VAT claim

Signed: ... Date.........oooovvieniinnnnn.
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e. It wasresolved that the NS&I Savings account will be closed, and the
funds transferred to Unity Trust. The Clerk will investigate the
availability of a savings/deposit account with Unity Trust.

f. It was resolved that the Unity Trust Key contact be updated to the
current clerk and previous clerks to be removed.

g. The appointment of Jane Olds as the Internal Auditor for 2024-25 was
approved

h. The increase in the annual subscription to OALC was approved and
signed.

Action: Clerk

Action: Clerk

Action: Clerk

Action: Clerk

Signed: ... Date.........oooovvieniinnnnn.
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7 Governance

The option to switch to the new GOV.UK email accounts was discussed and it
was agreed that the clerk and chair would start using these email accounts with
the recommended Zoho email client and report back at the next meeting
before deciding to role out to all councillors

8. Risk Assessment
a.

Insurance claim for vandalism and theft of the SID solar panel.

It was decided that due to the low value of the quotation to replace and

repair the solar panel, together with the £250 excess, that payment

would be made from reserves.

Village Hall Lease, and lock review.

i. Meeting with Asma Shamim, Wellers Law Group

ii. Meeting with Tony Bryan (village recommended alternative to
Lewis Beadle, who has retired).

No progress to report at this meeting, deferred until next meeting.

Recreation Ground: Concern noted over A&W Ground Maintenance and

grass cutting of Appleford Recreation Ground. Following 2 years of good

experiences, St. Edmund’s football team have had to divert games to

alternative venues during spring 24. All agreed that better

communication is required to ensure that grass cutting is carried out at

appropriate times to facilitate football, village fete, etc. Suggestion to

identify a villager who can co-ordinate with the football team. Fixtures

should be notified on website, village hall bookings and village

WhatsApp.

No progress to report at this meeting, deferred until next meeting.

Playground: Westley King, Wychwood Enterprises, performing monthly

playground checks to support ongoing maintenance and to check

through actions in the Annual Playground Report. The Playground

Inspection report for August has not been received. Current focus:

e Installing new covered bin outside VH — now completed. Local
resident has a key to this bin. Open bin moved to the
playground.

e Work on the zip wire now completed

e Upgrading rocking horse — to be completed — weather
dependent

e Fixing new welcome signs to each of the playground gates has
been completed.

e Climbing frame repair to be measured and quoted

e Fence to be measured and quoted

Action: MM

Action: VS &
Clerk

Action: VS to
chase for
August
inspection
report

Action: Clerk
to notify
A&W of bin
locations

Signed: ...............
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was a suggestion to introduce a pedestrian crossing or speed bumps.
Resident offered to prepare a paper on all the suggestions and liaise
with OCC Highways on various traffic calming design options.

b. OCC consultation on 20mph speed limit through Appleford closes on
5th July. Decision due: Post meeting note — this has now been
approved.

Playground — weekly checks. For safety reasons the playground needs to be checked Action: VS to
on a weekly basis. A resident at the meeting volunteered to assist in establishing Progress with
regular reporting using a WhatsApp template. residents

9. Planning
Update on Hanson applications, and request for volunteers to form a working
group to support with ongoing planning applications within the SC commercial
site.

1. Bridge Farm Quarry, Sutton Courtenay- MW.0004/20 and MW.0008/20

— OCC Planning and Regulation Committee agenda for 2" September

APPROVED BY OCC

2. Land at Bridge Farm Quarry, Sutton Courtenay - MW.0048/19 and
MW.0067/22 — OCC Planning and Regulation Committee agenda for 2"
September. APPROVED BY OCC
No progress to report on forming a working group at this meeting, to be
deferred to the next meeting.

10. FCC Community Action Fund: Grant application for playground refurbishment — | Action: MM
the next funding round opens on the 18™ of September and closes at 5pm on f’;tirogress
the 20™ of November. A volunteer is needed to help prepare a plan for the residents
future of the playground to support this application.

11. Training Provider Course Title Date Cost Action: Clerk
SLCC Practical Advice for Owner/Operators of Public Play Spaces (Webinar) to book

12t December 10am to 11:30am  £45 plus VAT Ccl)aursfoz)r:d

CllIr to attend this course plus a resident volunteer fen&;g\,ation
volunteers

10. General Items to note:

a. Two SIDs received and installed. Vandalism preventing operation of Action: SV —
one SID. Follow-up with OCC traffic department and their prepare
recommendation to install complementary chicanes at each end of | paper on
the village. There was a discussion at the meeting with residents potential
expressing different views on the location of the chicanes and the traffic
value in terms of reducing traffic speed through the village. There fnaler:slzfes

Signed: ....



https://www.slcc.co.uk/event/public-play-spaces-12-12/
https://www.slcc.co.uk/event/public-play-spaces-12-12/
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11.

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 7% November, 9t January 2025, 13™ March
2025 (NB — one week later), 5" June 2025

Please add these to your diary; we look forward to seeing you there.

The Meeting Closed at 9.45pm.

Signed: ....

....................................... Date.....coovvvviviiiin




