Minutes of Appleford Parish Trust Meeting held on Monday 25" November

1. Present: Robin Holcombe, treasurer, Greg O'Broin, Parish Councillor, Vicky Shepherd, Chair
of Parish Council, Mary Hancock, Chairman and Secretary

2. Minutes from 27 November 2023 approved as a true record.
3. Matters arising:

(a) The basket ball hoop has not progressed, though it was agreed that some provision for older
children - at the Rec - needs to be made. Several local villages have installed multi use games
areas (MUGA); one of these could be very desirable for Appleford. FCC ( at the tip, and using
landfill communities funding) would likely provide matched funding through their communities
foundation fund (https://fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk/funds/fcc-community-action-fund)

The pitches are typically 12m x 24m, finished with an all weather playing surface, with
basketball hoops and football goals at either end, surrounded by a chain link fence to contain
stray balls, and costing of the order of £25,000. The first round of 2025 funding opens at the
beginning of December and we will hope to submit an application. (MH) If we invested in this
sort of provision we would need to set aside an amount for annual maintenance, perhaps
£1000/year, to be discussed with MUGA providers/ local villages with them already in place. We
will also need to check that the Playing Fields association are willing to have a MUGA on a
playfield that has been committed to them. (MH)

(d) The Home schooling group no longer use the village hall but the new Parish Clerk,

Jane Humphreys is intending to use the meeting room as a local workspace during/ for some of
her working hours (likely Thursday). There was discussion around the fact that the village hall,
on certain occasions, is a bit too small, and that the acoustics are very poor when the building is
busy. In summer an extendable canvas awning could make the usable space much bigger.
Acoustic panels on the walls or ceiling could improve the acoustics by absorbing some of the
noise.

(6a) Noise monitoring for both benchmarking and for recording the noise levels from the sidings
needs to be undertaken. Greg has spoken to three acoustic measurement groups about this
monitoring and will present the prices to the next PC meeting. He has negotiated that Peter
Stevens (replacing Richard Webber as the County Councillor) will provide £2,500 from OCC
Councillor funding allocation. It was agreed that the trust would set aside £2,500 towards the
noise monitoring, as a back-up, in case the OCC Councillor funding is not possible, this will be
taken from the £6,000 drawdown for small projects approved last January. The Parish Trust
agreed that noise data for the village is important to provide a baseline of current noise levels,
and might need to be re-visited/analysed as new development proposals arise. Future analysis
is not being costed at this stage.

(6 AOB) In the Parish Trust vote on 15 January 2024, 86 people voted in total, including votes at
the meeting and postal votes.

e toreduce the notice for a village vote from 3 months to one month, (85 for, 1 against)
e tosupport £7,500 being made available to improve HIF1 outcomes, (81 for, 5 against)

¢ to draw down £6000 capital to support small village projects (76 for, 8 against, 2
abstentions)


https://fcccommunitiesfoundation.org.uk/funds/fcc-community-action-fund

The Parish Trust agreed to keep available the £7,500 approved for resisting the road in case a
judicial review (or threat of judicial review) becomes necessary (results of enquiry are due any
day, though Greg thinks result may not be published until January)

4. Financial report:

Robin had prepared the accounts for the year ending 30 September 2024. We spent very little
money ( the donkey for the nativity, and insurance for the bonfire on firework night, and some
bank fees) and the interest accrued on our accounts means that we ended the year with
approximately £250 more than we started! £7,500 is committed to the road resistance, £2.500
to the acoustic measurements, if required, so we have just over £17,500 left unallocated in the
fund, of which £3,500 is available for use without having to embark on another Parish vote.

5. Book grants. We have not made any book grants this year. Now that we have a much-
appreciated village e-Newsetter, it could be good to encourage the uptake of book grants for the
purchase of physical books or sheet music. We agreed that we would offer up to £20 per
Appleford person for any physical book purchase, receipts to be submitted to Mary Hancock,
title of book clearly visible on receipt and the name of recipient written against the book title.
The receipt to be submitted in an envelope, clearly marked with the name of the person, name
of account, and the recipient's address. Families could apply for grants for more than one family
member on the same receipt.

6. AOB.

a. The present for Jim and Claire was purchased from Trust funds (£128) The work carried out
managing the village hall was clearly to the benefit of the people in the village so this seemed a
suitable use of Trust funds. However it seemed unfair that Clare Cousineau had not had a
similar gift when she retired from running the village hall around the end of the lockdown, after a
rather longer engagement with the hall, so we decided to also make a present to her of £100
voucher.

b. The Parish Trust will pay for the donkey for the village nativity. Vicky will ask Helen Kendrick for
the invoice and we will pay the Donkey Sanctuary directly.

7. Next meeting: Monday 19 May 2025

8. Circulation: All present, Parish Clerk, to use as appropriate for village magazine and website.



